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We are excited to offer two consecutive trips: the first leg begins in Sorong and we will 
travel down the west coast of New Guinea to the Asmat lands. Since each trip visits different 
places, it is possible to do only one of the two legs – or both.  
 
The breaking point is midway at Timika, a major town and airport, where you can fly in and 
out of. The aim of the tour is to strike a balance between a relaxed exploration of the 
magnificent natural wonders and local culture.  
 
For the first leg, we will start in the so-called Coral Triangle, the home of more species of 
fish, sea mammals, sea creatures, coral and sponge species found than anywhere else on the 
globe. While often overlooked, we will also explore beaches, hidden coves, islands and make 
short excursions into the jungle to see countless birds including cockatoos, bright colored 
parrots, pigeons and the flightless cassowary. We will enjoy the natural flora, huge trees, 
orchids, ferns and other exotic plants. Especially for the second leg, we will also take time 
to visit the indigenous peoples and where possible experience their history – ancient cave 
paintings, rituals and finally grand ceremonies of the Asmat, the last who lived without metal 
well into the 20th century - a truly unique experience.  
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After formalities, transfer to the harbor and the 
Kudanil, where lunch will be served. After 
settling in, we will sail to Misool Island, one of 
the five major islands after which the Raja Ampat 
Islands are named. Since the passage is short, 
there will be a chance to do some late afternoon 
swimming before sunset drinks and dinner.  
 

 
Guests will have several options: snorkeling, 
diving and exploring in the area, which is famous 
for a unique type of shark whose fins have 
evolved into feet-like appendages with which 
they swim to be able to ‘walk’ on the seabed. 
There are also many other splendid places to 
snorkel, dive, swim and beach walk. Misool is 
also home of a famous Eco-Resort that can be 
visited. There is also an ancient cave with 
prehistoric paintings, which is still a sacred 
place of worship. Night cruise to the next 
destination. 

 
Berau Bay (formerly the MacCluer Gulf) and the 
Fak Fak Peninsula. Aside from crystal clear blue 
waters and calm seas that lend themselves to 
stand paddle boarding and other activities, Berau 
Bay is lined with limestone cliffs decorated by 
many beautiful prehistoric paintings many, 
which are over 2000 years old.  Most of these 
appear to have been made by the Austronesians, 
the ancestors of most Indonesians as they passed 
through the region on their way to Polynesia. We 
will be following in the footsteps of the seminal 
German ethnographer, Leo Frobinius, who led an 
expedition to the area in 1937-1938 and brought 
back the first photos and paintings reproducing 
the paintings to the West. Fak Fak is also known 
for its many nutmeg groves that were planted 
centuries before when the exotic spice was a 
source of great wealth.  After dinner, the voyage 
will continue to the south.

 
Visit to the beach and waterfall at Kiti-Kiti, which 
falls directly into the ocean. To the side there is a 
beautiful beach with ancient trees filled with 
birdlife and orchids.  We will spend most of the day 
enjoying the sights including short trek into the 
jungle. There are also famous nearby dive spots.  
 

 
At Namatote we meet the fishermen on their bagan 
and with their help find the whale sharks. Speed 
over a calm sea along the cliffs of Namatote, 
wander through the local village. Snorkel at the 
southern tip of Sagin before moving onward to 
Triton Bay, where we anchor for the night.  
 

 
The following destination is the renowned Triton 
Bay, which is considered by many to be the 
epicenter of the Coral Triangle, which contains 
more fish, coral and sponge species than any other 
place on the globe. The area is a marine reserve 
and we will have two full days to explore its natural 
splendor, which includes not only reefs but also 
beaches and gentle explorations into the 
surrounding forest. There is also a resort in the 
area that we can visit. Cruise down the coast.  
 

 
As we cruise down the coast, the scenery will 
change from cliffs, hills and the mountains in the 
far distance to lowland swamps dominated by 
rivulets, sago and nipah palms. This marks the 
beginning of the world’s largest wetlands. Here we 
will anchor in the harbor of Timika, a small but 
bustling city and administration center that lies 
about 1h inland. Timika was expressly built to 
serve Freeport, the world’s largest gold mine and 
second largest copper mine. 
 

 
After breakfast, pack and prepare to disembark 
from Timika Airport. 
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After formalities and the departure and arrival of 
new passengers, the boat will leave Timika 
harbor and travel down the coast past the 
swampy lowlands that mark the western border 
of the world’s largest wetlands, which is nearly 
the size of all of France. Soon after leaving, we 
will enter the homeland of the Asmat people, 
fierce warriors once greatly feared by their 
neighbors for headhunting raids and 
cannibalism. The proud Asmat can claim to be 
the last Stone Age tribe on earth having survived 
largely intact well into the 20th century because 
of their warlike nature and inhospitable habitat, 
which features very little dry land. In many areas 
the old ways would survive into the 1960s. They 
would also become famous for their vigorous art, 
which can be found in museums around the 
world. Although they have since converted to 
Christianity, they have maintained much of their 
original culture and way of life until today and 
still live in long houses along the many rivers. 
These are mighty estuaries, which rise and flow 
with extreme variations in the tide. 
 

 
Anchoring off the coast, we leave the ocean and 
steam some 50 kilometers inland up the Kamura 
River passing villages as we proceed to Timara, 
a local administrative post. There, we will board 
smaller boats and travel some two hours up an 
ever narrowing tributary into the heartland of the 
Northwest Asmat territories to experience a 
thrilling ritual during which the men dress in 
large raffia costumes believed to be the spirits of 
the ancestors and run throughout the village as 
the women and children hide themselves.  After 
the ritual is finished, they will present local 
woodcarvings including shields and magical 
ancestor poles.  Upon return to the boat, we 
begin the trip down river passing trees filled 
with fireflies.

 
Today, we will arrive at Agats, the capital of the 
Asmat territory. The bustling market and 
administrative town is literally built of wood atop 
a swamp with raised ironwood boardwalks and a 
large central square, where festivals and 
ceremonies are held. Agats is a meeting place 
where Chinese, Bugis, Javanese and Ambonese 
merchants, offering wares and mingle with Asmat 
peoples who visit from far away villages to sell 
goods or bargain for necessities such as outboard 
motors. The town is also home to a very good 
museum set up by Alphonse Sowada, the first 
bishop of the Asmat. Sowada was an enlightened 
Catholic missionary who only accepted the post 
after being assured that all missionaries would be 
required to study the local culture. He also 
promoted the very successful merging of 
traditional Asmat art into the liturgy. After 
returning to the boat, we will invite several of the 
elder and very interesting Catholic missionaries to 
join us on board for drinks. 
 

 
Sailing back to the Arafura Sea, we will travel up 
the Unir River to visit and traditional village and 
home of a large ‘Catholic’ cathedral featuring 
Asmat wood carvings. We will explore the village, 
see the making of traditional dug out boats, and 
watch local sculptors, who will also show us their 
wares. 
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Today we will cruise down the coast of the 
southern Asmat regions. Our first stop will be the 
large sister villages of Yatambor and Satambor, 
which are located on the once much feared 
Casurina Coast.  It is here that the young Michael 
Rockerfeller, son of Nelson Rockerfeller, one of 
America’s wealthiest men and later vice-
president of the United States, was supposed 
captured and eaten in the early 1960s. For more 
on this story see Savage Harvest recent 
bestseller by Carl Hoffman. We will be greeted 
by hundreds of Asmat warriors on long boats and 
experience a raucous ceremony led by 
priestesses and drummers whereby participants 
enter the spiritual womb of an ancestral being 
and are reborn as Asmat people. As elsewhere, 
local artists will offer the creations for sale. 
These will include shields and bish poles, which 
were once critical elements tied to headhunting.  
 

 
We will first travel up river by boat and later 
smaller craft to the villages of Desep and 
Omansep to be met by the elders of the villages 
who will preside over a grand ceremony and 
dances.  Visitors are welcome to interact with 
local villages and experience the lifestyle of 
these remarkable people.  

 
Cruise back to Timika Harbor to disembark and 
fly back to Bali or Jakarta.   
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Author and co-author of more than twenty books on various aspects of Indonesian history, culture and 

art, Bruce W. Carpenter, is an acknowledged expert in the field. His most recent book, Borobudur Under 

the Full Moon, a collection of photos taken of that famous monument, was part of a four-year project 

under the patronage of UNESCO. Other major books include, Tribal Art of Indonesia, Gold Jewellery of the 

Indonesian Archipelago and Batak Sculpture.  

 

Carpenter has also travelled extensively throughout the archipelago to visit remote regions, often leading 

focused tour groups, and thus has not only a broad but also intimate knowledge in the field.  He has 

visited the Asmat peoples many times where he met and shared with Alphonse Sowada, the legendary 

first bishop of Agats, who many credit for saving traditional Asmat culture and art.  

 

A polyglot and gifted story teller, Carpenter is well-known for leading exclusive focused tours for those 

who wish to experience an in depth and entertaining encounter with the native peoples of Indonesia.  

 

  



 6 
 

  



 7 
 



 8 
 



 9 
 



 10 
 



 11 
 

 


